I CLAIM: 



1. A computer-based image-manipulation method for enabling anti-clipping, 
selective user control over a color-affecting parameter in a computer-presented color 

5 image which is intended to be printed, where clipping is defined by the occurrence of an 
unintended condition, based upon user control input, wherein that parameter assumes a 
value which lies outside of a desired value range normally limited to values 0-255 in 
terms of a computer-recognized range of number values, said method comprising 

furnishing suitable computer-responsive, change-value color controls that are 
10 selectively manipulable by a user to effect changes, ultimately, in such a parameter value, 
thus to vary a certain characteristic of color in the image, and 

applying predetermined governance over the actual value of the color-affecting 
parameter, including implementing matrix processing of a user-chosen Chroma value, 
whereby, no matter the input control implemented by the user, that actual value is 
15 constrained in relation to approaching either one of the two limit values in the mentioned 
range to an asymptotic-like approach toward such limit value. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the application of governance involves 
using an algorithm into which a selected, matrix-processed Chroma value is directly 
inserted. 

20 3. The method of claim 1, wherein the application of governance involves 

using an algorithm into which a cubic term containing a selected, matrix -processed 
Chroma value is inserted. 
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4. The method of claim 1, wherein the furnishing of controls includes 
providing individual controllers each relating to at least one of the collection of color 
parameters drawn from the list including (a) Red, Green and Blue color offset, (b) 
Lightness offset, (c) Chroma, and (d) Gamma. 
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